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STATE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


VITAL STATISTICS, 1948 - (PRELIMINARY), 


The following preliminary particulars for 1948 are published subject 
to slight revision, with particulars for 1947 in parentheses. 


BIRTHS - 15,870 (16,317). The number of births registered had fallen 
irregularly from 12,90) in 1914 to 11,492 in 1927, from which year there 
yaf an almost continuous fall to 8,270 in 1935, but from 1935 there had been 
‘an increase each year to 16,317 in 1947. The total for 1947 showed an 
increase of 8,047 on 1935 and of 3,413 on 1914 which had the record 
npmber for earlier years. The registrations for 1948 fell byD/ from 
16,317 to 15,870. The 1947 rate per 1,000 of mean population was 25,25 
and was the highest since 1917. The 1948 rate fell to 24.412 


When it is noted that there were 59,287 births during the 5 years 
4920-2), 43,064 during 1932-36 and 75,344 during 1944-48, it willbe 
realised that problems will arise in future in Sueh circumstances as 
mmbers of children attending school and numbers leaving to commence 
employment, etc, 


SEXHS Ui BIRTH - The number of boys compared with 100 girls born 
during each of the last few years have been:- 1943 - 106,17; 1944 - 104.35; 
W945 - 104.41, 1946 - 105.18, 1947 - 105.714 and 1948 - 106,35. 


ADOPTIONS - The number of adoptions has increased rapidly. Ten years 
ago the number was around 100, increasing to 455 in 1946 and 403 in 1947. 
The 1948 figures are not yet available. 


LEGITIMATIONS numbered 28 (21). 
} 


DEATHS - 6,748 (6,215) were registered during the year an increase 
‘of 533 on the previous year, This is the highest yates registered for 
any one year, but the rate of 10.26 had been exceed in several previous 
years, Commencing from 1921 there had been a general, though irregular, 
fall in the death rate until 1933 when the rate of 8.44 was the lowest on 
record. From that year there had been an irregular rise to the rate of 
11,02 in 1942 since when the rates have been 10.57; 9.66; 9.64; 10.173 
9.62 and 10.26. At this date it is not possible to give details of the 
mimber of deaths from the various causes for 1948. 


INFANTILE MORTALITY - The deaths of children under 1 year totalled 
471 an increase of 75 on the total of 396 for 1947. This total is nearly 
as high ag the record number of 482 in 1942, but the rate is considerably 
lover than in that year. The infantile death rate represents the number 
of deaths of children under 1 year per 1,000 births. During the last 70 
years there has been a remarkable drop in the infantile death rate, - 
from a rate of 150 per 1,000 births in the period 1870 - 1880 to a rate 
of less than 30 in recent years, Usually New Zealand has the world s 
lowest’ infantile death rate with South Australia often second and twice 
lowest namely in 1938 and 1947. The 1947 rate for this ~tate was Clewet 
and New Zealand 24.98. The 1948 rate was 2o.66. “ine rates during recent 
Years have oeen less than half the rates of 25 years previously. 


Deaths of infants from principal causes during 4948 (41947 el 
Parentheses) were - Diarrhoea etc. 64 (45). Congenital Malrormations 
65 (81). Premature Births 139 (129). Congenital Debility 5 Co) sagas 
BY Birth 53 (51). Other Diseases peculiar to early infancy 42 (14). 
Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis 1 (3) Meningitis 5 (-). Whooping Cough 5 (-), 
Diphtheria 2 -). Measles 4 , convulsions 1 C25 Bronchitis 3 (2), 
Pheumonia 34 eh Hernia ete. 4 (-). Diseases of the Ear etc. 6 (5) and 
All other causes 4,0 (25). 


There were 123 (131) deaths of children under 1 day, 182 (161) of 
children from 4 ae ee and 166 (404) of those from 1 month ooty 
Under 4 year, Although the figures vary from year to year, the pale rteis 4 
tmprovement compared with carlier years has been in respect to deaths 0 
children fron 1 month to 1 year old, Many of the 6% (15) infant deathe 
fron diarrhoea were aged one month and over and contributed to the incre 


feaths in this age group for 1948. A number of the children whose deaths 
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were Classcd to diarrhoea--also had some LOrk SN ate a contributory 
Bauees Durine-4918 there were 5 infant deaths from whooping cough, 4 


= 


from measles, 5 from.meningitis and 4 from hernia, whereas there were no 


feetos 1rOm any of these diseases in 1947, and all except one of the 1948 
Peis were OF Age 7 month and over. 


SITLL BIRTHS, These are not TESS im either Births or Deatua, 
Memmumbercad 50/ in 1947, the total for 1948 not yet being available. 


MARRIAGES, 6, »/0h (6,688), an increase of 36, Marriages in the 
Registration Office totalled 544 (579). The number of marriages had been 
meeover 4,500 in ” 4926 and 192/, but fell to 3,069 in the depression 
year Of 1931 from which the number increased yearly and reached 6,950 in 
fee The figures from 1944 to 1945 have been uniformly high though 
yanying, the successive figures being 6,855; 8,129; 6,263; 6,019; 5,321; 

me, 6,000 and 6,704. A rather « surprising reature is that the mean 
Dace age Mas Varied by only deemal DODMiS. Since Cirst calculated otn 
1908 In 1931 waen there were only 3,069 marriages the mean age for 
Males was 28.6/ and for females 25.1) and yet in 1942 when there were 
Biey Marriages the mean was 28,65 and for females 25.63. For 197 the 
male mean was 28.82 and female 25,66. 191.8 means are not yet available. 

Coristmas and Haster Marriages. It had been the custom for large 
mubers of marriages LO be Gelebrated at Christmas and Easter, There 


me Fee Ord number for any one day of 245 on the Saturday before 
Giristmas in 1944 and 525 during the 8 day ocriod Saturday to Saturday 
iri tna me that year, Also, there were 392 during Easter week in 
e12, Since then there have not been such large numbers at Christmas 

and Haster, although there were 149 on the Saturday before Christmas in 
948 and 24.5 Yor the 8 day pericd and 229 during Haster week. 


TT / 3 Thelin 
OUhibis Hae bel 


URN 1 lowing return shows base number of Dirtis, 
Owns anc marriages and the rate ~er 71,000 or ueéan population and the 
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a Siceabe Raltwe er 1-000! bie thes 
- | Deaths | 
: =e t 
| Period NS Marriages | 
| | - | | | 
) To | Rate(a)| No |Rate (a) 
| | | | | 
| Mean | | | 
Me oe | 25.43 14,526 | 8.55 j4,901| 9.68 | 695 | 56.45 
Mee 11.901 | 20.46 [4,225 | 7.54 15,034 | 8.98 526) | WhO aol: 
1930~ 31, ee eG 1.200) 66.55 15,001 | 8.65 By Nene SicwiCisne 
1935-39 eee 55505 | 8.99 15,450| 9,20 | 297 | 32.85 
Meet (25 | 19.16 16,843 | 11.17 [6,235 | 10.17 | 406 | 34,57 
Meee | 15.508 | 24,17 (6,348 | 9.89 6,368 | 9.92 | 422 | 27.21 
| | | | | 
Yeas | | | | | 
(9b, (agit) 24,40 | 6,049 Cider (Gasol | eSHiee 387 | 29.07 
1945 Tease 22.54 | 54527 8.46 (6,049 i ogee 394 | 28.08 
191.6 fee eS | 6, (00 | 10,55 |6,461 | 10.45 428 | 27.07 
ina ees 25 6,662 | 10,52 |6,215 | 9.62 | 396) 21.27 
1948 Me 0 Pi 42 16,70) | 10.19 16,748 | 10,26 474 | 29.68 
— | #| | | | Us ee Eerie een 9 
(8) Per 7,000 of Mean Poxulation (p>) Per 1,000 Births. 
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